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OPINIONBY: 
CUDAHY  
 
OPINION: 
 

 [*642]  CUDAHY, Circuit Judge. William J. 
Benson was charged with two counts of the willful 
failure to file tax returns for 1980 and 1981, and a third 
charge of tax evasion for 1981. We reversed his original 
conviction on these charges in United States v. Benson, 
941 F.2d 598 (7th Cir. 1991). A jury again convicted 

Benson after a second trial on the same counts. Benson 
again appeals. He challenges both the sufficiency of the 
evidence supporting his conviction and a number of the 
jury instructions chosen by the district court. We believe 
that the evidence was sufficient to support the jury's 
determination and that the jury instructions were not 
problematic. We therefore affirm. 

I. 

The following chronology documents William 
Benson's work activities over the last twenty-something 
years--a history integral to understanding both Benson's 
alleged tax evasion and his defense to the charge. 
Additional facts are contained in our previous opinion in 
Benson's case, Benson, 941 F.2d 598 (7th Cir.  [**2]  
1991). 

Originally employed by Bethlehem Steel 
Corporation, Benson developed a seizure disorder from a 
bout of encephalitis during the late 1960's. He soon 
began receiving disability  [*643]  benefits from the 
Social Security Administration. He continued to accept 
these benefits until March 1983. 

Beginning in the early 1970's, however, Benson 
returned to work. He apparently first began working as a 
bartender at a bowling alley and cocktail lounge. Next, 
he started assisting the Illinois Department of Revenue 
(IDOR) with its investigative work. In 1971, he joined 
forces with IDOR as an informant. He then eventually 
began to perform most, or all, of the tasks that IDOR's 
regular investigators performed. In 1974, he entered into 
a formal employment contract with IDOR. The 
employment relationship lasted until 1976, when IDOR 
fired him. 
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